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,  

Thank you to everyone who has made a pledge 

to date for St. John’s for 2012. Currently we 
have a total of 55 pledges totaling $112,018. 
We still hope to meet or exceed the number of 
pledges last year (57). The Finance Committee 
will soon be working to prepare a budget for 
2012 so if you have not yet made your pledge, 
please do so as soon as possible. 

     Dear Friends, 
                      A dislocated family wandering                                                      
     in a town searching for shelter. The         
     mother,  about  to give birth, the father filled 
     with anxiety,  probably  approaching  panic.  
     What is it  like not  knowing the certainty of 
     food and shelter at the end of each day?  Fol
       lowing the events of this past month, perhaps 
     this is something with which we all can more 
readily identify. 
 Though the loss of power for an extended period of time 
might not have been a matter of life and death for most, still, it 
was a reminder of our vulnerability and how much we need to 
rely on one another.  Awareness of the reality of our vulnerability 
is a gift, as we spend much of our lives trying to fool ourselves 
into believing we are self-sufficient and in control.  It opens us to 
the realization of how much we need each other as families, com-
munity of faith and nation. 
 We should give thanks that St. John’s was able to be the 
presence of Christ for our community following the storm, serv-
ing as a shelter for those who needed a place to live, a kitchen for 
those who needed food and showers for those needing to be clean 
and refreshed.  It brought to mind the gospel for the last Sunday 
in the Church year, the feast of Christ the King, which we cele-
brated on 20 November.  Looking to the time when Jesus will 
return in glory, his parable of the sheep and the goats says, “Lord, 
when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty 
and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw 
you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you cloth-
ing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and vis-
ited you?' And the king will answer them, `Truly I tell you, just as 
you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my 
family, you did it to me.” 
And now we turn our attention toward the Feast of the Incar-
nation, hearing again the story of how God’s family wandered 
around a town looking for food and shelter so that the Savior 
of the world could be born.  Let us think about how God be-
come man was born in the midst of want, identifying with, 
showing his love for and sanctifying those who are poor and in 
need.  Let us give thanks for the sacrificial love shown in such 
caring and for the opportunities we have to emulate it.  
 
Faithfully, 
  

  Christmas Eve Services 

at St. John’s 

******* 

Holy Eucharist 

 and Pageant 

4:00 p.m. 

******* 

Midnight 

Mass 

11:00 p.m. 

******* 

Christmas Day 

Lessons and Carols 

With Eucharist 

9 am 
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YOUTH CHRISTMAS PAGEANT – 
CHRISTMAS EVE 
 
Calling all youth to participate in the wonderful and 
magical Pageant that is a special part of the Christ-
mas celebration at the service 
on Christmas Eve, December 
24th, at 4:00PM!!! There are 
plenty of parts – both speak-
ing parts and walk-ons! Eve-
ryone is invited to participate 
– even the youngest children. 
This year we desperately 
need folks who would be 
willing to walk inside one of 
the large animal puppets and 
say one or two lines. This is great for someone who 
doesn’t want to be seen! And you can read the lines 
from a card and no one will know! Youth who are 
singing should already be practicing on Thursday 
evenings. Please let Mary-liz Sullivan or Father 
Torrey know if you are interested. There will also 
be sign-up sheets in the back of the Church.  
 
Also – consider attending this service on Christmas 
Eve even if you don’t have children. This is a warm 
and meaningful way to begin your holiday experi-
ence!  

Mat thew 11:28  "Jesus 
said...Come to me. Get away 
with me and you'll recover your 
life. I'll show you how to take a 
real rest. Walk with me and 
work with me - watch how I do 
it. Learn the rhythms of grace." 
 
Rhythms of Grace is a church 
service for individuals with dis-
abilities and their families. This 
service creates a place where we 
can gather to worship together 
in a less formal setting. At a 
typical service, we will gather 
and play in a common area to 
offer greetings and make every-
one comfortable. We will start 
by sharing a story from the Bi-
ble and then explore the story at 
sensory "stations" that reinforce 
the story's theme. We will break 
bread in a circle, pray, give 
thanks and bid our friends 
goodbye until our next mass. 
The mass requires a priest, a 
storyteller/timekeeper and one 
leader for each of the four or 
five activities or stations. The 
goal is to meet once a month. 
The mission of Rhythms of 
Grace is to offer an experience 
of God's unconditional love 
through joyful play and the sus-
tenance of sacramental nurture. 
Together, we form a unique ex-
pression of the Body of Christ. 
If you are interested in walking 
and working with God or if you 
are looking to find your 
"rhythm", we would love for 
you to be part of this amazing 
experience. We are looking for 
anyone, young or old to join us 
for a workshop to learn about 
this outreach ministry. Please 
contact Deb Sawtelle @ 860-
758-7937 if you are interested 
and a workshop date will be set 
up that is convenient for all. 

 

DECORATING ST. JOHN’S FOR CHRISTMAS 
 Please plan to stay af-
ter the 10:15 a.m. Eucharist on 
Sunday, 18 December to help 
decorate the church for Christ-
mas.  It only takes about an 
hour if we have many hands.  
Thanks! 
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THE FIVE CORNER CUPBOARD  
 
Eight (8) grocery bags were delivered 
once again to The Five Corner Cup-
board -- much to their delight! .  Now 
that the cold 
is settling 
upon us the 
many fami-
lies who go 

to the 5-Corner Cupboard are in 
need of the following: cans of 

fruit, including 
applesauce; hearty 
meat cans of soup; 
macaroni & cheese; spa-
ghetti sauces; and  be-
cause they cannot use 

their food stamps for taxable items 
they are in dire need of items as sham-
poo, toothpaste, body soap,  deodorant, 
to name a few. Thank you all for your 
continued generosity to those in need. 
God Bless.  Ruth Jefferis 

 

Then and Now.  History repeats it is said. Pauline 
Stallings and a small group of women, members of 
Wesley United Methodist Church in Warehouse 
Point, saw the need to feed the hungry in November 
of 1990. “We just wanted to do something for the 
local people”, Pauline said. 
 When volunteers served their first meal in 
November 1990, about 12 people showed up. Those 
days the numbers varied and sometimes by the end of 
the month as many as 50 stopped by for lunch. 
Individuals, area Churches and stores donated items 
to the kitchen and Pauline created nourishing meals 
using her own recipes. On the days the kitchen was 
open volunteers arrived at 8:30 A.M. and worked 
through the morning to prepare the meal. 
 As people filed into the downstairs hall, 
Stallings would fill the individual plates from the 
stove and oven and volunteers brought the plates to 
the tables. On one day there were 31 people gathered 
for their meal. 
 Note: Info above is taken from an article in 
The Hartford Courant written by Laura Ungar and 
dated April 3, 1993. Quote is actual, balance derived 
from article. 
Now:  Pauline’s is still located at Wesley United 
Methodist Church and is a very large part of 
Wesley’s outreach ministry. Pauline’s has grown 
over the many years to the point where we serve 100 
or more meals every Friday night and on one 
Wednesday night each month. Presently, we have St. 
John’s Episcopal Church, First Congregational 
Church of East Windsor and Mt. Zion Church along 
with the Rotary Clubs of Broad Brook and East Win-
dsor and combined Windsor-Windsor Locks provid-
ing meals. Wesley United Methodist Church provides 
the facilities for Pauline’s. Many volunteers donate 
their time to make Pauline’s the great mission that it 
is.  
 Our scheduled dates for December are Fri-
days Dec. 2nd and Dec. 23rd. Note the Dec. 2nd date. 
The 23rd being close to Christmas may present sched-
uling problems for some. We need volunteers to help 
that night. Please contact Linda or Jack @ 860-627-
9507 for info. 
Faithfully, 
Linda and Jack  

CALLING ALL KNITTERS AND CROCHETERS 
AND YARNCRAFT WANNABEES! 

  
I am excited to be starting a group to knit and crochet 
items for charity.  I would like to see who is interested 

and from there, decide if we want to 
meet in the evenings (while other 
groups are meeting, to share heat 
and light), in the daytime, both 
times, or if anyone wants to make 
things at home on their own to do-
nate.  We will start by knitting or 

crocheting hats and mittens for Helping Hands.  Then we 
can brainstorm for other groups who may benefit from 
our items.  We can share simple patterns, and I will be 
happy to teach anyone to knit a simple hat, even if you 
have never knit before. 
  
Please contact me at mariestarski@gmail.com or leave me 
a message at 960-741-0898 and I will return your 
call.  Once I get a core group of people, we can set a 
meeting time or times. 

 Thanks!!  -- Marie Starski 
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The Christmas tree is up in the Parish Hall and the tags are on the tree.  Please consider taking a tag and grant-
ing a Christmas wish for a child in need. Sign your name and phone number next to the number of the tag you 
took.  Return the gift and the tag unwrapped to the tree by December 10th.  Thank you and God Bless  us Eve-
ryone!.  Mary Campbell 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ST. JOHN’S ANNUAL MEETING will be held 
following the 10:15 a.m. 
liturgy on Sunday, 22 Janu-
ary.  The snow date is the 
following Sunday, 29 Janu-
ary.  Please plan to be on 

hand for this important day in the life of our parish. 

EPIPHANY HOUSE BLESSINGS 
 Father Torrey will be blessing the homes of 
parishioners on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, 

9-11 January.  The evenings 
will start at 7:00 pm at the 
Phouse arish hall.  Please 
sign up in the Narthex for the 
night you would like to have 
your house blessed.   The 
group signed up for each 

night will travel from house to house together, so 
that this can be a community event.  Houses can be 
blessed more than once, so feel free to sign up again 
this year! 

EPIPHANY LITURGY AND 
 POT LUCK SUPPER 

 
On the Feast of the Epiphany, 
Friday, 6 January, we will 
have a pot luck supper begin-
ning at 6:00 p.m. followed by 
a Eucharist at 7:30 p.m.  

Please join us to celebrate the principle feast of the 

SNOW REMOVAL: Winter is just 
around the corner.  St. John’s presently 
has a contractor plowing the driveways 
and parking lot.  To reduce the cost of 
snow removal we have been taking care 
of the sidewalks ourselves with volunteers.  The 
way to volunteer is simple.  You pick a week or 
more that you will be available.  Most of the work 
is done with a snow blower.  It’s possible that the 
weeks you pick there will be no snow.  Please help 
St. John’s reduce the cost by signing up for week or 
two.  You can contact St John’s at 860-623-3273 or 
at my address.  Warmest regards - Rich Adessa, 
STJ   Vestry, 860-408-1316, 
adessa.richard@sbcglobal.net. 

 
 
 

BREAKFAST AND CONVERSATION FOR CHURCH SCHOOL FAMILIES 
All Church school families are invited to join us for a special breakfast and discussion of the future of St. John’s Church 
School on Sunday, 8 January at 9:00 a.m.  Breakfast will be provided and babysitting will be available.  Look for an 
invitation in the near future. 
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This winter, we have planned an “EAST OF THE RIVER GANG” HYMN 

SING & SOUP SUPPER, to be held at St. John’s on SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 
2012 at 4:00 PM (SNOW DATE, SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2011, 4-8). Our Organist, 
Sue Riley, has graciously agreed to play the organ and help with the music selections. 
Church choirs from the “East of the River Gang” might also present a special anthem.  
St. John’s will supply the soup, bread and drinks and the other churches will bring ap-
petizers, salad and dessert.  This event will be open to the public and should be the per-
fect answer to the winter doldrums.  

 
On Sunday, March 11, 2012 at 2:00 PM, we have planned a trip to WOOD 

MEMORIAL LIBRARY AND MUSEUM in South Windsor, CT to attend a concert 
of THE JOLLY BEGGARS CONCERT.  The Jolly Beggars are from Hartt School 
of Music and bring their rich tradition of Celtic music to audiences all over the North 
East. The group tells traditional stories from Irish folklore, interspersed with musical 
arrangements, traditional reels and jigs. Tight harmonies are heard in voice, guitars, 
mandolins, tin whistles, banjo, double bass, bodhran, spoons, and more.  We’ll meet at 
UNION TAVERN in Windsor, CT. for a “Dutch Treat Lunch or Dinner”. More 
news will follow on this. This will be a “PRE-PAID RESERVATIONS ONLY” event. 
We have 30 tickets set aside at $5.00 a piece. We’ll be taking reservations for this be-
fore the New Year begins due to high demand tickets and limited performance space at 
Wood. 

 
Finally…we have planned a SPRING BINGO NIGHT WITH POT-LUCK 

DINNER at St. John’s on Saturday, April 28, 2012 from 5 – 9 PM.  This event is al-
ways fun for the whole family.  More news will follow. 

 
Also, there is the possibility of a couple more adventures.  We are considering a 

family bike ride and also another winery tour in the spring.  We will keep you up to 
date on these events if and when they might be scheduled. 
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SANTA VISITS  
 
 
 

 

TO HELP RAISE FUNDS FOR “FOOD FOR THE POOR”, 
ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

 IS HOSTING SANTA VISITS IN THE PARISH HALL 
ON THE FOLLOWING DATES AND TIMES: 

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4TH FROM NOON TO 2:00 PM 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6TH FROM 4:00 – 6:00 PM 

 
BRING YOUR OWN CAMERA TO TAKE PHOTOS OF YOUR FAMILY 

WHILE VISITING WITH SANTA.  SPREAD THE WORD TO YOUR FRIENDS 
AND RELATIVES, TOO. 

 
 $10.00 TAX DEDUCTIBLE DONATION FOR A VISIT WITH SANTA. 
 
 

***Food For The Poor is the largest international relief agency in the United States according to the Chronicle 
of Philanthropy and has maintained fundraising and administrative costs of less than 4% of its expenses; more 
than 96% of all donations go directly to programs that help the poor.   
Charity Navigator —has announced that Food For The Poor has earned their tenth consecutive 4-star rating for 
the ability to efficiently manage and grow its finances. 
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ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
EAST WINDSOR, CONNECTICUT 

ANNUAL MEETING 
NOMINATING FORM 2011 

 
OFFICES BEING ELECTED: 
 
Four three year Vestry Terms 
Officers 
 
Please put an “X” by the position you wish to be 
run for. 
 
 
____Vestry    ____Senior Warden 
 
 
____Junior Warden   ____Clerk  
 
 
____Treasurer    ____Assistant Treasurer 
 
 
 _______________________ 
Print Name     
 
 
_______________________ 
Sign Name     
 
If there are more candidates than the number of 
open Vestry positions, each candidate receiving a 
majority of votes in a given ballot will be elected. 
 
All nominees must consent to their nomination in 
advance of a vote. 
 
DEADLINE FOR NOMINATIONS IS 1 DECEM-
BER. 
 
If you have questions, please contact the church 
office (623-3273). 
 
 
 

VESTRY NOMINATIONS 
 If you are interested in serving on the Vestry, please fill out the form below and mail to the parish office by 
December 1st.  If you have any questions about serving on Vestry please see Fr. Torrey.  

DESCRIPTIONS AND TERM LENGTHS 
OF OFFICES: 

 
Senior Warden:  One (1) year term.  The Senior War-
den is the leading lay person in the Parish, and shall 
see that Church business details are properly handled.  
The Senior Warden shall assist the Rector with all Par-
ish matters. The Senior Warden shall notify the 
Bishop if the Rector becomes unable or unwilling to 
perform his/her duties as outlined in Article III, Sec-
tion II, By-Law 2. 
 
Junior Warden:   One (1) year term.  The Junior 
Warden’s duties shall be similar to the Senior War-
den’s, except that the Junior Warden shall work 
closely with the parishioners.  The Junior Warden 
shall be responsible for the safety and security of all 
Church buildings. In the event of the death, incapacity 
or the resignation of the Senior Warden, the Junior 
Warden shall assume the duties of the Senior Warden 
until a Parish Meeting fills the Senior Warden va-
cancy.  
 
Parish Clerk:  One (1) year term.  The Parish Clerk 
shall serve as Secretary at all Parish meetings and all 
Vestry meetings.  The Clerk shall make a record of all 
decisions reached at such meetings and shall see that 
such matters are properly recorded in the permanent 
records of the Church.  The Clerk shall maintain a roll 
of voting members of the Parish and have such a roll 
present at every Parish meeting.  The Parish Clerk 
shall have voice and a vote at all meetings.  
 


